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       News Release 
 

Riverina Day Surgery to introduce leading prostate cancer biopsy 

procedure thanks to The Male Bag Foundation 
 

 
• The Male Bag Foundation (MBF) has provided a $30,000 grant to Riverina Day Surgery (RDS) 

in Wagga Wagga to purchase a Transperineal Biopsy Machine (TBM) that will be available 
to public patients.  

 

• The MBF is a charity run by volunteers. Its objective is to reduce the incidence of prostate 
cancer in regional Australia. Its fund-raising postie bike ride last October targeted the 
Murrumbidgee Health Care District where the prevalence of prostate cancer is unacceptably 
high. The ride called in at major towns in the Murrumbidgee region and Australia Post riders 
led the tour into Wagga. Last November, the Foundation invited NSW regional hospitals to 
apply for grant assistance to purchase TBM equipment. 
 

• Foundation Patron David Parkin OAM said, “The Foundation saw an enormous opportunity 
to help blokes, families and townships across the Murrumbidgee Health Care District – an 
area with more than 320,000 residents. Our grants to Riverina Day Surgery and Griffith 
Hospital guarantee that the world’s best practice biopsy procedure will be available across 
the entire Health District by mid-2019.” 
 
He ended by saying, “We also acknowledge involvement of Megan King, and the team at 
the Riverina Day Surgery and Cura Day Hospitals Group. They took the initiative, wanting to 
deliver TBM services to this often under-recognised group as soon as possible. The result is 
a massive win for public health in the region. The TBM will be commissioned in a few months 
and when available, its use will augment current approaches to men’s health and save lives 
through early diagnosis. This is an exciting outcome for the Male Bag Foundation as well as 
our sponsors and volunteers.” 
 

• Male Bag Foundation Chairman, Robert Glover, said, “Our team was overwhelmed by the 
support from local service clubs and prostate support groups, and especially Australia Post 
riders who joined us in Wagga. We listened to many calls to focus on better health outcomes 
in the Riverina region and we have responded in the best and swiftest way possible.” 
 

• Riverina Day Surgery will commission the TBM by mid-year, enhancing Wagga’s positioning 
as a health service hub in Southern NSW. 
 

• Megan King, RDS’s CEO/DoN said “these services are long overdue. There is a growing 
number of patients for which TBM biopsies are essential and we will be working with NSW 
Health and local specialists to ensure patients from the public system are provided with the 
best possible care. Serving the community is at the heart of what we do.” 
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Background  
The Male Bag Foundation Ltd - purpose-built charity with a clear strategy 
The Male Bag Foundation (MBF) is an incorporated not-for-profit charity developed to raise funds for 
much needed specialist equipment and services to reduce the incidence of prostate cancer in regional 
Australia. It uses Postie motor bikes, through rides to build awareness and raise funding for targeted 
outcomes. 
 
The first ride was from Perth to Melbourne in 2013. The Foundation was established on 2 February 
2015 (ABN: 52 602 823 496) and donations are Tax Deductible. The Board comprises volunteer 
Directors, there are no employees so that 100% of donations are directed at targeted outcomes. 
Our Chairman is Mr Robert Glover and our Patron is Dr David Parkin OAM. 
 
Our brand and activities resonate with famers and regional communities. 
 
Mission and achievements - boosting awareness in men’s health and reducing prostate cancer deaths 
in regional Australia  
Our annual ‘Postie’ rides have raised over $1.3 million and fast-tracked the supply of Transperineal 
Biopsy Machines (TBMs) and specialist care services to Bairnsdale, Ballarat and Bendigo. We have now 
made grants to facilitate TBMs at Griffith, Dubbo and now Wagga Wagga that service regions where 
the incidence of prostate cancer is well above that for capital cities.  
 
Riders cover the costs of each event so all fund raising goes to outcomes. 
 
The Foundation’s day to day operations are managed by volunteers and professional advice is 
provided pro-bono. 
 
Making a difference - facilitating the early detection and reducing the impact of prostate cancer on 
men, families and regional communities 
Men in regional and rural communities don’t like going to the major cities for medical treatment and 
many ignore the early signs of prostate cancer. Early biopsies in regional hospitals using the latest 
technology followed by quick treatment saves lives.  

 

Foundation Contacts  
For radio interviews  
David Parkin OAM  M 0413 116 666 
Robert Glover (Chairman) M 0407 849 111  E mbf@themalebagfoundation.org.au 
Support & Images 
Peter Keage (Media & Comms)  M 0470 264 594 E plkadvisory@gmail.com 

 

Riverina Day Surgery Contacts 
Peter Freeleagus  
Chief Executive Officer  
Cura Day Hospitals Group P 07 3218 3700    E info@curagroup.com.au 
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Follow us 
Web   www.themalebagfoundation.org.au 
Facebook  Male Bag Foundation 
Twitter   @male_bag 

 

Request for Copies and Forwarding 
The Foundation welcomes the opportunity to recast media coverage on its home page, Face Book 
and Twitter accounts. Recasts will include the author and source. We are happy to link to the news 
source. 

 
The Male Bag Foundation’s 2018 Big Ride 
participants led by David Parkin OAM - the 
leading edge of fund raising for Wagga’s TBM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wagga’s Australia Post riders that led the Male Bag Foundation’s ride into Wagga with Robert 
Glover and David Parkin OAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.themalebagfoundation.org.au/

